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Cultural Festivals in India: A glimpse from Purulia
Sanchali Banerjee

Abstract: India, an incredible country has different  colourts,
\ cultures, religions and traditions, It Is a secular country which Is full
of different diversity, languages, castes and creeds, People of India
| are involved in different lalrs and festivals throughout the year,
Fairs and festivals are integral part of India, It Is a land of festivity,
W religious and folkloristic. Here, in this paper I would like to compare
two famous festivals-Tusu and Lohrl with the bellefs, cullure and

rituals behind them,
i Keywords: Fairs, festivals, Tusu, Lohri, culture, harvest, tribes.

People celebrate each festival uniquely in their own rituals
and beliefs. Each fair and festivals have their own history
behind that to celebrate. Some festivals are celebrated at
national levels while others are celebrated at religious levels.
Some of these festivals like Holi, Dussera, Diwali, Makar
Sankranti are celebrated across the country. These are well
known to us. But there are a number of festivals that are
lesser known, sometimes even unknown to people belonging
to another region of the country. Even each religion whether
l%‘ﬂ it is Hindu, Muslim, Sikh, Jain or Christian has their own
i¥ cultures and traditions. Fairs and festivals give people of
different regions and social classes a chance to interact. In
- other words, people come, celebrate and shape their

‘ happiness with each other spreading the message of Unity in
i diversity,

}:_Every festival celebrates its mythology, traditions and
CUStoms Simultaneous, fairs or “mela” as they are locally
ﬁ;-:d’ h%ghlight the local culture of the land in a colourful
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